
 

 

 
October 24, 2008 
 
City of Oakley 
Attn: Rebecca Willis, Community Development Director 
3231 Main St. 
Oakley, Ca 94561 
 
Re: East Cypress Corridor Specific Plan Draft Supplemental EIR 
 
Dear Ms. Willis, 

We have reviewed the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) prepared for the 
City of Oakley’s (City) proposed East Cypress Corridor Specific Plan (Project).  Greenbelt 
Alliance submits this letter to express our concern that the SEIR does not adequately mitigate for 
significant impacts to agricultural resources. 

CEQA directs public agencies to avoid or reduce environmental damage when possible by 
requiring alternatives or mitigation measures. (CEQA Guidelines Sections 15002(a)(2) and (3). 
(See also Citizens of Goleta Valley v. Board of Supervisors (1990) 52 Cal.3d 553, 564; Laurel 
Heights Improvement Ass’n v. Regents of the University of California (1988) 47 Cal.3d 376, 
400.)  Unfortunately, the SEIR fails to implement mitigation measures to compensate for the loss 
of important farmland within Planning Areas 1, 3, and 4 to a less than significant level.  Also, the 
SEIR falsely concludes that conversion of important farmland within Planning Areas 2, 5 and 6 
is less than significant.  The SEIR also falsely concludes that there is a less than significant 
impact on other environmental changes that could result in the conversion of agricultural land to 
non-agricultural use.   

The City of Oakley should adequately mitigate for the loss of agricultural land by implementing 
mitigation policies that the cities of Brentwood, Davis, Gilroy, Livermore, and Winters have 
implemented. The City could also follow policies set by the Santa Clara County Local Agency 
Formation Commission, Yolo County, and the Yolo County Local Agency Formation 
Commission.  The fact that these other jurisdictions in nearby cities mitigate for conversion of 
agricultural land to urban uses proves that the City of Oakley can implement feasible mitigation 
measures for the East Cypress Corridor Specific Plan.  Thus, the SEIR does not comply with 
CEQA unless the City of Oakley mitigates for the conversion of important farmland within 
Planning Areas 1, 3, and 4 to a less than significant level.  

The City of Brentwood, City of Gilroy, City of Winters, and the Yolo County Local Agency 
Formation Commission requires that 1 acre of agricultural land must be protected for each acre 
developed. The City of Davis requires that any development that takes agricultural land must 
protect 2 acres of land for each 1 acre of agricultural land developed, with the mitigation land 
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located adjacent to the farm edge of the new project.  Yolo County requires 1 acre of agricultural 
land preserved for each acre rezoned. The preserved land is to be within 2 miles of the converted 
land. If no suitable land is available, the land can be located within 4 miles.  The City of 
Livermore requires 1 acre of agricultural land be preserved for each 1 acre of land converted plus 
1 acre for each dwelling unit built in the project. Preservation is accomplished by a conservation 
easement.  The Santa Clara County LAFCO requires mitigation be at a 1:1 ratio along with 
payment of funds to cover costs of land management and maintenance of agriculture on the 
lands, etc. The policy further recommends that the easement or lands be transferred to an 
agricultural conservation entity for permanent protection. For more detailed information on these 
local government’s policies please see Attachment 1.   
 
Further mitigations that the SEIR needs to implement are cited in the opening brief to the court 
case Greenbelt Alliance v. City of Oakley.  The opening brief demonstrated that the mitigation 
measures identified in the General Plan EIR are necessary to mitigate for the conversion of 
agricultural lands.   
 

 

 
 

The SEIR cites that the conversion of important farmland within Planning area 2,5,6 as well as 
other changes to the environment that could result in conversion of agricultural land to non-
agricultural use are less than significant.  The Project site is in an area of intensive historic 
agricultural cultivation. Fully half of the Project’s site is prime farmland or farmland of statewide 
importance.  Allowing development in some of the site while leaving other parts in agricultural 
use creates fragmentation.  From this fragmentation, the existing farmland is threatened by 
further urban development.  Therefore, the development in Planning Areas 2, 5, and 6 has 
significant impacts and could eventually cause the conversion of more agricultural land.  The 
SEIR needs to mitigate for this fragmentation. 
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Greenbelt Alliance hopes that the City of Oakley seriously addresses our comments and modifies 
the SEIR. Thank you for your consideration.     

Sincerely, 

 

Christina Wong 

East Bay Field Representative 

  

Attachment. 
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Attachment 1: Local Governments with Agricultural Land Mitigation Programs 
 
Source: Santa Clara County Open Space Authority. Bay Area Agricultural Land Conservation 
Organizations Study. July 7, 2008.  Online. http://www.openspaceauthority.org/about/pdf/report-
-ag_study.pdf 
 

 



         
 

Page 5 of 11 

 



         
 

Page 6 of 11 

 



         
 

Page 7 of 11 

 



         
 

Page 8 of 11 

 



         
 

Page 9 of 11 

 



         
 

Page 10 of 11 

 



         
 

Page 11 of 11 

 


