


The  Bay  Area  has  i t  a l l  

In the next 25 years, the Bay Area will grow by an astounding  
1.7 million people. If we continue building the way we are now,  
that growth will result in worse traffic, lost open space, vanishing 
farms, unaffordable homes, and increased greenhouse gas pollution.

But there’s a better way. 

Together we can invest in new growth in the Bay Area’s existing cities  
and towns to create inviting, walkable neighborhoods, filled with 
homes people can actually afford. Places where people can live close to 
jobs, shopping, transit, and parks. A Bay Area filled with open spaces 
and vibrant places.

For 50 years, Greenbelt Alliance has been the San Francisco Bay Area’s 
advocate for open spaces and vibrant places. We work with residents and 
elected officials in cities and counties around the region to improve public 
policy and help people decide how their communities should grow.

With your help, Greenbelt Alliance can make this vision a reality. Join us.

And we  plan  to  keep  i t  that  way.

 
what we do:

– Protect open space 

– Promote walkable neighborhoods

– Advocate for homes people can afford

– Endorse good infill developments 
 
– Support effective public transportation

             Learn more about our work
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f r o m  b i r d  wat c h i n g 	 t o  p e o p l e  wat c h i n g

The Bay Area is a place of big cities, small towns, leafy 
neighborhoods, gleaming high-rises, and quiet suburbs. 
It is home to a remarkable array of cultures, attracting  
people from all over the country and the world, because 
this place is like no other. The Bay Area is also surrounded 
by spectacular natural scenery—rolling hills, redwood 
forests, coastlines, orchards, and more—and it’s all close 
to home. For 50 years, Greenbelt Alliance has supported 
that thriving mix of vibrant places and open spaces by 
protecting land on the region’s edge and encouraging 
development in existing cities and towns.

A Unique Approach 
Rather than buying land, Greenbelt Alliance 
works to change public policy—a powerful 
and cost-effective strategy. Policies like urban 
growth boundaries stop sprawl development, 
redirect growth into existing cities, and 
support efforts to create parks and protect 
wildlife habitat.

Greenbelt Alliance has made the Bay Area 
a national leader in adopting urban growth 
boundaries in more than 25 cities and five 
counties. By advocating for these policies, 
helping to create and fund park districts, and 
working closely with land trusts, Greenbelt 
Alliance has helped to protect over 1.1 million 
acres of the region’s open space—the Bay 
Area’s greenbelt.

Protecting Iconic Landscapes

Greenbelt Alliance has a long history  
of helping to protect places like:

– �The Marin Headlands: stopping  
a massive subdivision

– �Angel Island: preventing the  
island from being flattened  
and paved over

– �Pleasanton Ridge: leading a 
decades-long battle to protect  
this East Bay ridgeline

– �Suisun Marsh: raising awareness  
to help preserve the West Coast’s 
largest saltwater marsh

– �Bear Creek Redwoods: fighting  
a luxury golf development to  
create a public park

The greenbelt exists thanks to the hard 
work of many people—people who 
cared about the Bay Area’s future.
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f r o m  h i l l s i d e 	 t o  s i d e wa l k

In 1958, a group of concerned residents came together 
to stop 10 square miles of East Bay watershed lands 
from being sold off for development. Thanks to their 
efforts, the lands surrounding San Pablo Reservoir  
were protected—and Greenbelt Alliance was born.

growing smarter
Greenbelt Alliance began by saying no to 
poorly planned development on open 
space—but didn’t stop there. By saying yes 
to good development, Greenbelt Alliance 
supports better alternatives to sprawl. 

Greenbelt Alliance has endorsed the creation 
of 60,000 homes in dozens of cities around 
the Bay Area, from Benicia to Walnut Creek 
and from Santa Rosa to Morgan Hill.

Greenbelt Alliance helps pass policies that 
ensure that as our cities grow, affordable 
homes are included. This enables people like 
teachers, nurses, and retail workers to live in 
the communities they serve. 

Growing sustainably means creating walk-
able neighborhoods close to jobs, shops, and 
public transportation, with homes people 
can afford. That’s better for the greenbelt, 
for the climate, and for everyone who calls 
the Bay Area home. 

PLANTING SEEDS OF CHANGE

1970: �Helped the Association of Bay Area 
Governments create the Bay Area’s 
first pro-greenbelt regional plan.

1990: �Launched the Bay Area Ridge Trail 
Council and Open Space Council.

1997: �Launched the Transportation and 
Land Use Coalition.

1999: �Helped start the San Francisco  
Housing Action Coalition.

2006: �Co-founded the Great Communities  
Collaborative to support smart 
growth around transit stations.

2007: �Formed ClimatePlan to reduce  
California’s greenhouse gas  
emissions through better land use.

Greenbelt Alliance also helped create the 
Solano Land Trust (1986), as well as county 
park districts in Santa Clara (1993) and 
Napa (2006). 
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f r o m  t h e  l i g h t  r a i l 	 t o  t h e  r i d g e  t r a i l

Greenbelt Alliance helped build the environmental 
movement the Bay Area is known for. Today, Greenbelt 
Alliance is leading the charge to connect that movement 
to people’s everyday lives. If we change the way our cities 
and towns develop, and if people are empowered to 
decide how their communities grow, we can all live more 
locally and participate more fully—while lightening our 
impact on the planet. 

FROM THE GROUND UP
Both a powerful advocate and a respected 
resource, Greenbelt Alliance:

	 – �Educates and mobilizes residents  
to speak up for smarter growth, and

	 – �Provides elected officials with the tools  
to make it happen. 

Greenbelt Alliance acts as a watchdog to let 
people know when and how to get involved 
in important issues in their community—
before the bulldozers roll in. 

With five field offices around the Bay Area, 
Greenbelt Alliance has the ability to translate 
a regional vision into local grassroots action.

Contact the office nearest you (see page 12)  
to make a difference in your community.

AWARD-WINNING RESEARCH

1969:�	�The Case for Open Space, the first 
cost-benefit analysis on the value of 
open space.

1983:	�Room Enough, a report showing how 
the Bay Area can meet its housing 
needs without developing open space.

2002:	�Successful Citizens’ Initiatives, a how-
to guide for citizens to protect open 
space and support smart growth with 
ballot campaigns.

2006:	�At Risk: The Bay Area Greenbelt, an 
assessment of regional open space 
threatened by sprawl development, using 
increasingly sophisticated mapping 
technology (also: 2000, 1994, 1989).

2006:	�Bay Area Smart Growth Scorecard,  
an evaluation of all 110 Bay Area  
cities and counties on how well they 
are preparing for growth.
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The Bay Area is home to some of the state’s most  
productive farmland. Its mild climate and deep soils 
produce hundreds of crops through long growing  
seasons. But farmland is often the land at greatest risk 
of development. Greenbelt Alliance works to preserve 
the region’s farmland and farming traditions—giving  
Bay Area residents access to fresh and healthy local food.

t o  t h e  g r o w i n gf r o m  t h e  g r o w e r

1978: �Published Endangered Harvest, a  
groundbreaking report on the Bay 
Area’s farm economy and threats  
to its future.

1990: �Helped pass Napa County’s Measure J  
to prevent the development of agricul-
tural land without a vote of the people.

1990: �Supported the creation of the nation’s  
first special district to protect agricul-
tural land in Sonoma County.

1993: �Helped negotiate a plan to preserve  
South Livermore’s Fertile Crescent, 
thousands of acres of world-class 
vineyards.

1993: �Strengthened protections in the 
Santa Clara County General Plan for 
hundreds of thousands of acres of 
farmland, ranchland, and hillsides.

2000: �Protected 200,000 acres of prime 
agricultural land in eastern Alameda 
County with the passage of Measure D.

2004: �Led a collaborative effort to prevent 
sprawl and support agriculture in 
Sonoma County, publishing Preventing 
Sprawl: Farmers and Environmentalists 
Working Together.

2006: �Joined with the Napa County Farm  
Bureau to stop Measure A, which 
would have dismantled protections  
for farm land and natural areas.

2007: �Won an agricultural mitigation  
policy in Santa Clara County, to  
preserve an acre of farmland for 
every acre developed. 

2007: �Supported a measure to strengthen 
the economic viability of Brentwood 
farmers.

farmland protection milestones
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As a coastal region, the Bay Area has an additional  
dimension of natural wonders, with shorelines, tidal 
pools, and of course, the Bay. The battle to save the  
Bay, the coast, and the watershed lands that lead to 
both is one in which Greenbelt Alliance has been  
involved from the very beginning.

F r o m  f o a m y  s e a s t o  f r o t h y  c a p p u c c i n o

covering the waterfront
Greenbelt Alliance’s founder Dorothy Erskine 
helped found Save the Bay in 1962, to stop 
plans to fill and develop much of the Bay, 
and to establish the Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission, which regu-
lates bayshore development. More recently, 
Greenbelt Alliance helped create a coastal 
protection plan for San Mateo County and 
supported the Midpeninsula Open Space 
District’s efforts to expand to the coast. 

Today, Greenbelt Alliance continues to pro-
tect coastal lands and watersheds throughout 
the region and promote development that 
makes better use of water—a critical effort 
in a changing climate. 

GET OUTSIDE

Greenbelt Alliance helps hundreds of people 
get out every year to enjoy the Bay Area’s 
great places, from coasts to waterfalls to 

downtowns, through our Outings programs.

– �Greenbelt Outings: hikes, bike rides, and 
farm tours around the region.

– �Urban Outings: neighborhood walking 
tours to see what makes cities work and 
how to make them better.

Some outings are exclusively for Greenbelt 
Alliance members; all others outings are 
open to the public, and most are free.

Check out Greenbelt Alliance’s Urban Outings 
column in the San Francisco Chronicle’s 96 
Hours section, with walks from urban areas 
to nearby nature. 

Find out more at www.greenbelt.org/outings



Central Office	
631 Howard Street, Suite 510 	
San Francisco, CA 94105 	  
(415) 543-6771 
info@greenbelt.org 
 
South Bay Office
1922 The Alameda, Suite 213
San Jose, CA 95126 	
(408) 983-0856

East Bay Office	
1601 N. Main Street, Suite 105	
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
(925) 932-7776

Solano-Napa Office	
1652 W. Texas Street, Suite 163
Fairfield, CA 94533  
(707) 427-2308  

Sonoma office	
555 5th Street, Suite 300 B	
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
(707) 575-3661 

Marin office	
please contact central office.  

www.greenbe l t.org

h o w  y o u  c a n  h e l p :

If you care about the Bay Area’s vibrant places and 
open spaces—and you want them to stay that way— 
join Greenbelt Alliance today. For more information 
please visit our website:
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“�The fact is, to save the rural land  
and the wild land and the farmland,  
we need to build cities that Americans  
deeply love and choose to make  
their homes in. The Bay Area has  
all the pieces of the puzzle–and  
Greenbelt Alliance has the vision  
to put them together.”

		  –  �J a m es   Ho  wa r d  K u n s t l e r,  a u t h o r  o f  

T h e  C i t y  i n  M i n d a n d T h e  G e o g r a p h y  o f  N o w h e r e



631 Howard Street, Suite 510  San Francisco,  CA 94105   

(415 ) 543–6771    www.greenbelt.org




